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Abstract

This research aims at understanding the nature and causes of the phenomenon
of dropout among the students of Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies in Al —Imam
Mohammed Ibn Soud Islamic University in Saudi Arabia, as well as developing
recommendations based on its result to solve it. The research problem was to answer
the question: What are the factors related to the internal and external socioeconomic
environment causes this phenomenon? is the research question. The research
hypothesized that the lack of interest among the dropout students, beside other
socioeconomic factors are behind this phenomenon. The inductive approach was
adopted in this research. This research pointed out that, the phenomenon of dropout
among the faculty students is widespread in the first level. According to dropout

students point of view, the internal environment factors include: weak counseling and
guidance, complicated academic system (deprivation from exams, academic alerts,
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chances limitation after dismissing), and difficult subjects. While the external
environmental factors include: undermining of dropout students by their colleagues
due to their specialization and faculty, lack of family acceptance, interests of studying
abroad, and family economic situation. Both internal and external socioeconomic
environments factors have led to lack of motivation and interest among the students,
and hence dropout from the university. The research recommended that activating the
academic guidance and enlarging its umbrella to involve more psychological and
social aspects, as well as enrolling the new students in preparation year in order to get
enough orientation to university studies.
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